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Excerpts  frog  the.  Minute*.  af.  J’LtatnrogftXlfln 

_c  f _a  Defendant . 


Tokyo  April  24.  1946 

I,  Senior  Councillor  of  Justice  Morosov,  Military  Investi¬ 
gator  for  the  USSR  in  the  International  Military  Tribunal  Far  East  with  , 
Junior  Lieutenant  Petrov  acting  as  an  lnterpretor.  Interrogated*  HIRA2TUMA, 
Xllchiro; 

Age  :80 

Official  Position  prior 

to  arreBt  :  Prime  Minister  of  Japan,  Chairman  Privy  Council; 

Party  Membership  : 

Address  : 


-it ta chad  herewith  the  certificates  of  the  Interpreter  end  the 
stenographer  bearing  responsibility  for  Incorrect  translation  and  recording. 

Interrogation  began  ;  at  9.30  Hr. 

ended  :  at  13.00  hr 


X 


Questions  What  aim  did  the  Japanese  Government  pursue  giving  Its  approval 
of  the  Attack  of  the  Japanese  troops  against  the  M.  P.  R. 
territory  In  the  Uomongar.  area? 

Answer:  The  attack  took  place  not  during  my  premiership. 

Therefore  I  ’.-.now  nothing  about  it. 


Question:  You  were  prime-minister  from  January  1939  till  August  1939, 
weren't  you? 


Answer  Yes. 

•  When  did  the  ITomongr.n  Aroa  incident  take  nla.ee? 

A.  :  I  don't  remember. 

:  I  remind  you  that  the  attack  of  the  Japanese  troops  against  M.  P.  R. 
in  the  Momongan  area  took  place  in  May  1939,  i,  e. ,  when  you 
were  prime-minister  of  Jnnen  pnd  Ueda  Kenkiti  was  commanding 
General  of  the  Kwnntung  Army. 

A.  :  It  might  be  so,  but,  as  I  have  already  said,  the  military  acted 

independently,  without  reporting  their  actions  to  the  government 
e.nd  therefore  I  knew  nothing. 
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Q.  :  Then  when  wen  it  that  you  learned  about  the  said  attack? 

A.  :  After  the  oroninr  of  the  hostilities. 

1.  :  Only  ti'.on? 

A.  :  Yob,  only  after  tk<?  opening  of  hoetilitirB. 

Q.  :  Tell  ub,  who  report'-d  the  events  to  you,  what  w  re  th.  contorts 

of  the  report,  end  why  for  3  nonchs  did  vou  not  <:»*■'  measures 
to  chock  the  actions  of  the  Japanese  troops  attacking  the  M.  P.  R.? 
A.  !  I  received  information  about  the  outbreek  of  the  incident  from 

Vor  Minister  Ita-aki,  S<  ishir' .  I  Broke  about  ?h'  eoetntJon  of 
hostilities  mrr.y  times ,  bat  the  Military  circles  were  of  different 
opinion. 

Q.  :  Did  ou  r b  Prime-minis tor  of  Jpnrn  rive  anybody  orders  thAt 

hostilitien  bo  cors.'d?  whom  and  when  did  ”ou  give  such  orders’ 
Answer  :  Ar  the  Supreme  Command  of  the  rrmy  '«?.o  not  controlled  by  tho 

government  I  could  not  five  suen  orders,  but  I  expressed,  ray  views 
on  the  neeoesitv  of  c^aeing  hostilities  to  wer  Minister  Itagaki 
orallv. 

Question:  Did  *fou  sugrost  that,  because  you  thought  the  Japanese  attack 
on  M.  °.  R.  wrong? 

A.  :  My  oeir.ion  vv-n  that  ell  dosputos  hod  to  ho  settled  by  means 

of  negotiations,  end  not  by  tv  of  military  ooorations. 

Q.  :  In  other  words  you  considered  thoso  actions  wrong? 

A.  :  Yes,  I  considered  these  actions  wrong. 

Q.  :  During  the  I'omongrn  incident,  did  you  as  prime-Minister  submit 

to  the  Emperor  -'our  suggestion  thrt  Hostilities  be  ceased? 

A.  :  i?o,  I  did  not  submit  ray  suggestion  to  the  Emperor. 

J  What  was  Itagaki's  reply  to  your  suggestion  of  the  cessation 
of  hostilities? 

A.  :  Since  I tagnki 1  b  view  was  at  variance  with  mine,  he  considered 

that  hostilities  should  continue. 

I,  Senior  Councillor  of  Justice  Morooov,  Investigator  of  the 
International  Military  Tribunal  for  the  rar  2«et  confirm  tlat  Kiranuma, 
Kiichiro  war  intorrogetod  by  me  on  April  24,  1946  with  Petrov  acting  as  an 
interpreter  and  Myaralina  pa  socrotpry-stonogrrpher  and  that  he,  Kiranuma. 
Xiichiro  gave  the  above  testimony. 

Senior  Councillor  of  Justice  — Korosov. 

Interpreter  — Petrov. 

Secretary,  Stenographer  — Myamlinp.. 

Attached!  the  certificates  of  the  interpreter  and  the  stenographer. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  TRA/SlJU'IOr  0  ^  TT!B  ABOVE  DOCUMEUVT 
I,  Kepler.,  7.  ,  hereby  certify  that  I  rtm  thoroughly  conversant  with  the 

Rubs lan  and  Englich  langue.gce:  and  the  pvove  is  p.  correct  and  true  trans¬ 
lation  of  the  indicated  excerpts  of  the  above  docuraant. 

Sign* turn:  / s/  V.  Kaplan 
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